1

Property ©
Cherokee County PubiiC Liprary
Reference
Not to be taken

from Library



CATHEY FAMILY

John Cathey and Sarah A. Cathey moved from North Carolina to Floyd County, Georgia
and purchased land in 1835-1837. There apparently was a large migration from North
Carolina as the area around Coosa was known as the North Carolina section. They are

listed in the Floyd County census of 1840 as follows:

John Cathey:

1M5-10 1M 40-50 3Funder5 1F 5-10

1 F 40-50.
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This would have been John and Sarah, Cyrus, the older son, the eldest daughter who 1
think might have been named Jane, the three little ones under five would be Frances,

Nanny and Mary.

Eor some reason, they were not in the census of 1850; perhaps the census taker didn’t do
a good job that day for they were surely there. The 1860 census shows the following

listing:

Sarah A. Cathey 52

Elizabeth Barry 86
Nancy A. Cathey 22
Mary L Cathey 20

Emma C. Cathey 18
Jeremiah L. Cathey 15
Sarah L. Cathey 13

Farmer

Domestic
Domestic
Domestic
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Laborer

NC
NC
GA
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3000 7500

The numbers after Sarah’s name are the numbers of slaves (12), the next figure is the
value of real estate and the final figure is their personal property worth. I think they must
have been fairly well off as that was a lot of money in those days. John has died, Frances
has died, Jane has moved to Arkansas and I don’t know where Cyrus is. The slaves
mentioned in the diary are Alf, Moses, Green, Lee, Prince,Sucky, Harriet, Dicey, Dilsey
and most importantly Jonas. Jonas was a blacksmith and was the main reason that the
family was able to survive as his services brought in money or goods. Jonas was still with
them six months after the war was over. None of their slaves went over to the Yankees
which was lucky for the girls because they could not have run the farm by themselves.
They had a sizeable farm with chickens,hogs, cattle,horses ,oxen and grew corn and
wheat. There were apple and peach orchards as well. In the diary, Emma is known as
Em, Mary as Mary or Mollie, and Sarah as Sis of Sallie.

John Cathey must have been well respected and a kind man as he was involved with the
care of the poor in Coosa (Coosa is the little community close to them). From the Court
of Ordinary Minutes Book A 1837 - 1846:

Sept. 1838 term

Wm. Akins applies to the court for the relief of Mary Hays, a blind woman
in indigent circumstances. Ordered that John Cathey, James Hart and
Young Allen be appointed to inquire into the situation and report to the
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